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most faithful and dedicated church leaders as 
he retires from the ministry. Rev. Dr. James 
O. ‘‘J.O.’’ Rich is a stalwart in upstate South 
Carolina where he has been the long-serving 
pastor of St. Paul Baptist Church and is the 
co-owner of Rich-Colonial Funeral Home. 

J.O. was born in Sumter, SC, where he at-
tended Lincoln High School and went on to 
earn a bachelor’s in divinity from Morris Col-
lege. His dedication to the ministry led him to 
earn a master’s in divinity from the Inter-
national Theological Center, Morehouse 
School of Religion in Atlanta, GA. He com-
pleted further study at the Lutheran Southern 
Seminary, and was awarded an honorary doc-
torate from Morris College in 1975. 

Dr. Rich truly committed himself to the 
teachings of the church and sought leadership 
positions to help share his faith with a wider 
audience. He served as president of Baptist 
education bodies on the State and national 
levels including the South Carolina Baptist 
Congress of Christian Education and the Pro-
gressive National Baptist Congress of Chris-
tian Education. 

Within in his own church, Dr. Rich helped 
expand the educational outreach opportunities. 
He oversaw the construction of St. Paul Bap-
tist Church’s Educational Center as a testa-
ment to the church’s investment in spiritual 
and human growth. The center cost $600,000 
to build in 1977, but stands today as a central 
part of the community and the church’s out-
reach ministries. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Rich has been a 
lecturer and author as well. He has spoken on 
college and university campuses in South 
Carolina and across the Nation. He also 
served as the compilation editor of Founda-
tions of Worship, a developmental meditation 
for families. Other publications by Dr. Rich in-
clude, Help, a study guide for Baptists, BTU 
Report, and articles in the Quiet Hour, the 
Worker, and In-Teen magazines. 

His work and dedication are not just isolated 
to the church. Dr. Rich believes strongly in 
giving back to the community. He did so by 
serving as president of the Anderson Branch 
of the NAACP for more than 20 years. He 
chaired the City of Anderson Community De-
velopment Corporation, and is a member of 
the Alston Wilkes Society, Inc., the South 
Carolina Christian Action Council, and Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

Governor Dick Riley recognized Dr. Rich’s 
dedication and honored him with South Caro-
lina’s highest honor, the Palmetto Award. Gov-
ernor Riley also appointed Dr. Rich to serve 
as the Third Congressional District’s rep-
resentative to the State Council on Maternal, 
Infant and Child Health. It was a position for 
which Governor Carroll Campbell re-appointed 
him. 

In 1986, while serving as president of the 
Baptist E&M Convention of South Carolina, 
the Ford Foundation awarded the organization 
a $180,000 grant to fight teenage pregnancy. 

Housing issues are also very important to 
Dr. Rich. He served as the chairman of the 
Baptist Service Inc., the housing arm of the 
Baptist E&M Convention. And while serving as 
the moderator of the Rocky River Baptist As-
sociation, Dr. Rich initiated the building of the 
Rocky River Residential Care Home, a 60–unit 
complex for the elderly and handicapped in 
Anderson. 

As a result of all his outstanding community 
service and dedication to the ministry, his 

alma mater, Morris College, named one of its 
men’s dormitories in his honor. He has also 
been the recipient of the Mamie L. Duckett 
Founder’s Day Award given by Benedict Col-
lege, the Jefferson Award conferred by 
WYFF–TV, the Howard McClain Christian Ac-
tion Award issued by the Christian Action 
Council, and the Pastor of the Year Award 
granted by the Progressive National Baptist 
Convention. 

His leadership of St. Paul Baptist Church 
has been an inspiration, and his accomplish-
ments there are too numerous to mention. Yet 
throughout his service, his loving wife, 
Arabella, their children Stanley and Stephanie, 
and now their daughter-in-law Phyllis and 
grandson Stanford, have been fully supportive 
of his efforts. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
commending Rev. Dr. J.O. Rich for his tre-
mendous service to his faith and his commu-
nity. He is a living testament to the Bible’s ad-
monition ‘‘to whom much is given, much is re-
quired.’’ Dr. Rich has been given extraordinary 
talents, and he has used them to honor his 
faith and his fellow man. I applaud the exam-
ple he has set for others to follow, and wish 
him a wonderful retirement and Godspeed. 
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Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a bill to establish a sunset for the 
2002 Authorization for the Use of Force 
Against Iraq (P.L. 107–243). There are several 
active pieces of legislation that would rescind 
the authorization to use force against Iraq, but 
the approach of this legislation is quite dif-
ferent. This legislation would sunset the origi-
nal authorization 6 months after it is enacted, 
which would give Congress plenty of time to 
consider anew the authority for Iraq. 

The rationale for this sunset is that accord-
ing to the 2002 authorization for Iraq, the 
President was authorized to use military force 
against Iraq to achieve the following two spe-
cific objectives only: ‘‘( 1) defend the national 
security of the United States against the con-
tinuing threat posed by Iraq; and (2) enforce 
all relevant United Nations Security Council 
resolutions regarding Iraq.’’ 

It should be obvious to both supporters and 
critics of our military action in Iraq that our 
military has achieved both legal objectives. 
Our military quickly removed the regime of 
Saddam Hussein, against whom the United 
Nations resolutions were targeted. And a gov-
ernment has been elected in post-Saddam 
Iraq that has met with U.S. approval, fulfilling 
the first objective of the authorization. 

With both objectives of the original author-
ization completely satisfied, Congress has a 
constitutional obligation to revisit this issue 
and provide needed oversight and policy guid-
ance. We ignore this obligation at risk to the 
United States and, very importantly, to our sol-
diers in harm’s way in Iraq. 

Unlike other proposals, this bill does not 
criticize the President’s handling of the war. It 
does not cut off funds for the troops. Nor does 
this bill set a timetable for our withdrawal. I 
strongly believe that this legislation will enjoy 
broad support among both those in favor of 
our action in Iraq and those who favor ending 
the war, and I am encouraged by the bipar-
tisan support I have received when seeking 
original cosponsors. Congress is obligated to 
consider anew the authority for Iraq sooner 
rather than later and I hope more of my col-
leagues will join me as cosponsors of this leg-
islation. 
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HONORING THE TUSKEGEE 
AIRMEN 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Army Air Corps’ leg-
endary Tuskegee Airmen. On March 29, 2007, 
in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda, the surviving 
Tuskegee Airmen were awarded the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, the most prestigious rec-
ognition that Federal lawmakers can bestow. 
Tuskegee Airmen, from Colorado, that re-
ceived the Congressional Gold Medal include: 
James E. Harrison, James H. Harvey III, Sam-
uel C. Hunter Jr., Franklin J. Macon, John W. 
Mosley, Fitzroy ‘‘Buck’’ Newsum, Marion R. 
Rodgers, David A. Smith and William A. Wal-
ters. 

The first African-American airmen unit in the 
U.S. military trained in Tuskegee, Alabama. A 
total of 450 Tuskegee Airmen served overseas 
on various missions. During WWII, the Airmen 
flew missions over North Africa, Italy and Sic-
ily. Collectively, they flew more than 15,000 
combat sorties, shot down 111 German 
planes, and disabled 150 German planes on 
the ground. Thirty-three Airmen were shot 
down and held as POWs, and 66 of the Air-
men were killed. 

The Tuskegee Airmen got their start in 1941 
after the NAACP filed a lawsuit. President 
Franklin Roosevelt started the Army Air Corps 
training program as the first African-American 
training program. The Airmen were segregated 
from other units and endured blatant racism 
and discrimination while helping win World 
War II and change our Nation for the better. 
Their achievements helped contribute to the 
eventual integration of African-Americans into 
the military and also helped lead the way for 
further desegregation throughout the Nation. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating James E. Harrison, James H. Harvey III, 
Samuel C. Hunter Jr., Franklin J. Macon, John 
W. Mosley, Fitzroy ‘‘Buck’’ Newsum, Marion R. 
Rodgers, David A. Smith and William A. Wal-
ters for their patriotism and service to the 
United States of America. Their triumph over 
racism and discrimination, along with their out-
standing service, is inspirational, and they are 
a source of pride for America and for all of 
Colorado. I wish them continued health and 
happiness. 
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